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EZ3— 24 imp) H| 2 (%)
50m 0|0t 68,922,500 12.77
50 ~100m 189,998,500 35.19
100~150m 109,081,300 20.20
150~200m 67,201,700 12.45
200~250m 44,254,000 8.20
250~300m 27,173,800 5.03
300~350m 17,277,000 3.20
350~400m 8,665,800 1.61
400m O|At 7,344,600 1.36

A 539,919,200 100
1 Al
~ 50mOo|Tt
. 50-100m

~ 100-150m
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3 A HH(m) H|Z(%)

0~10° 360,077,300 66.69

10~20° 68,498,500 12.69
20~30° 43,622,100 8.08
30~40° 33,589,500 6.22
40~50° 23,013,100 4.26
50~60° 9,899,900 1.83
60° O| &t 1,218,800 0.23
A 539,919,200 100
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2 HE(m) H| 2 (%)
K| 190,488,900 35.28
= 37,979,300 7.03
RS 50,943,500 9.44
= 48,625,400 9.01
L 40,597,600 7.52
L 32,443,900 6.01
Lk 43,673,400 8.09
M 48,639,900 9.01
2 46,527,300 8.62
A 539,919,200 100
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Figure 1. Locations of Texas heronries (ll) within regions where some heronries
are or have been considered nuisances {l:h. Vegetational regions are: (1) Pine
and Hardwood Timberlands, (2) Gulf Prairies and Marshes, (3) Post 0ak Savannah,
(<4) Blackland Prairies, (5) Cross Timbers and Grand Prairie, and (6) South Texas
Plains. Delineation of vegetational regions is based upon Gould et al. (1960),
modified by Telfair {1983) and McMahan et al. (1984).
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Interim Em| fe Service, Region 2

. ¢ Effective May 2000. Revised November 15, 2000

1ted States Department of th ntert
The following is the Interim policy of the Region 2 Migratory Bird Office regarding the need for

o permits to remove/destroy nuisance empty bird nests. Under this interpretation, empty nests are
those nests that contain no live cggs or nestlings. Empty nests include nests under construction

0 by adult birds. This interim policy is in cffect pending review by the D.0.L Solicitors Office of

the scope of applicability of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) to empty nests. Posscssion
of nests in the absence of a valid permit continues to fall under the prohibitions of the MBTA.

MIGRATORY BIRD PERMIT MEMORANDUM

1. Solitary-Nesting Birds (specics that do not cluster nests in colonics - all species except

SUBJECT: Nest Destruction the groups listed under Colonial-Nesting Birds below).

PURPOSE: The purpose of the memorandum is o clarify the application of the Migratory Bird

Treaty Act (MBTA)to migratory bird nest destruction, and to provide guidance for advising the A permit is not needed for any individual to remove or destroy nuisance empty nests of

T non-colonial species of birds. If live eggs or nestlings are present in the nest, or if
S recently fledged birds are retuming to roost in the nest at night until they achicve
POLICY: The MBTA does not contain any prohibition that appliesto the destruction of a complete ind: d from the adult birds. then those nests may not be destroyed.

migratory bird nest alone (withoutbirds or eges), provided that no possession occurs during the
destruction. To minimize MBTA violations, Service employees should make every effort to 2
inform the public of how to minimiz the risk of taking
behaviors make it difficult o deerminc occupancy status or continuing nest dependency

Colonial-Nesting Birds (species placing nests in dense multiple nest colonics - cared,
Western, and Clark’s grobes; pelicans; cormorants; herons; cgrets; ibis; spoonbills; storks;

nigratory bird species whose nesting

gulls; terns; skimmers: swifls: cave, clif, and bank swallows).
The MBTA specificallyprotects migratory bird nests from possession, sale, purchase, barer,
transport, impor, and export,and take. The other prohibitions of the MBTA — capture,pursie, A)  Inactive or Abandoned Colonies. In cascs where a colony is no longer active
hunt and kil ~are inapplicable to nests. The regulatory definition of take, s defined by 50 CFR (i n0 evidene of the colonial species using the colony site for nesting purposes

0,12, mex : o ool » 5 3 o
10.12, means to pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or attempt to pursue ivifeoncrabgondfomdliase shfiestsana Bedkstargedaat s line sibarhilis
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect. Only collect applies to nests. i =5 7 ’ -

need for a permit.

While itis illegal to collect, possess, and by any means transfer possession of any migratory bird
nest, the MBTA does not contain any prohibition that applies to the destruction of  bird nest In cases where a colony that was active during the current year abandons the site
alone (withoutbirds or

2s). provided that no possession oceurs during the destruction. The for some reason (e.g. weather; harassment), the colony should be considered
MBTA does not authorize the Service o issue permits in situationsin which the prohibitions of ACTIVE; those nests may not be removed without pormit until after the nesing
e Act dono such as the destruction of unoccupied nests. (Some unoccupied nests are . el PR
the Act do not apely, sch as the destruction of unocoupied nets. (Some unoccupied nestsar cason vould normaly by over (e, otsber thrugh Februsmy). Ressons: 2
Birds mayresume nesing afle rsponsible weather factor abates; () in cases

legally protected by statutes other than the ,m A, including nests of threatened and endangered

migratory bird species and bald and golden s, within certain parameters.)

where aband is duc to deliberate b to reduce d
However, the public should be made aware that, while destruction of a nest by tselfis not damages, the colony is often only partially abandoned and is therefore still
prohibited under the MBTA, nest tion that results i the unpermitted take of migratory (partially) active. Take of nests in partially or fully active colonics must be done

birds orthei eags, i llegal and fully prosccutable under the MBTA by trained Wildlife Services personnel (sce below), IFall birds abandon the

. colony (which may be difficult to determine), the depredation problem is resolved
al characteristics of some migratory bird species, destruction Y Y
Ariad R e and there should be no need to rush to remove the nests. Removal can commence
nesting birds are highly vulnerable to disturbance; the destruction of unoceupied nests during or after nesting would normally be over for the year.

near the nesting season could result in a significant level of take. Another example involves

Due to the biological and behavior:

ailsan elevated d

B)  Activeor Partially Active Colonies, Empty nests may be destroyed without
permit at the beginning of the nesting scason, up until such time as the first cgg is
laid by any bird in that colony. Once cgg laying has commenced by any of those
birds, all nest destruction must cease. Destruction of cmpty nests in an active or
partially active colony will likely threaten surrounding nests that contain cggs or

J8 4-2. 0| "=z7 2dH ¥y 3 743
(zh o|= oMY ZEH(US Fish and Wildlife Service)e| HMZ=Z I (The
ratory Bird program)e| SX| EAHol &t M, () o|= ofSEH(US
Fish and Wildlife Service) M2X| (02| =Lt, mHA[Z, 2EE2t50l, BlALA)C|
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Information On Heron Solutions From
Havahart®

All About Heron Repellents

pond, and will spray a burst of water at the heron,
causing it to flee the area si

Learn more about Spray Away”
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